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Background
In 2006, OPP committed to presenting a series of reports on incident 
information to the PPDC.

In October 2007, the Agency presented the first report which provided 
an overview of the main sources/limitations of incident data, how the 
Agency currently utilizes the information in risk communication,
performance accountability and enforcement.

In an ongoing effort, an OPP-wide Incident Data Workgroup was 
formed to build on past work and develop a strategic plan to improve 
the Agency’s management and utilization of incident data.

In this effort, OPP is committed to considering the best methods to take 
full advantage of incident data which includes:

Scrutinizing internal processes
Reviewing existing data sources
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Ongoing Work
Continue to develop and implement a strategic plan to improve the 
acquisition, management and utilization of incident data in both risk 
assessment and risk management within regulatory programs of OPP.

Incident Data Acquisition and Management 
Development of an improved electronic system for reporting (web 
based portal), tracking, managing and analyzing incident data. 
Improve outreach with other federal agencies, states, regions, and 
stakeholders in order to obtain more robust incident data 

Incident Data Utilization 
Risk assessment/risk management
Performance accountability
Facilitate the use of established incident data sources (outside of OPP) 
available but not being utilized to their fullest.
Enforcement
Trend analysis
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Incident Data Use in More Recent 
Risk Management Decisions

Example:  METALDEHYDE
NPIC reported large number of incidents, mainly among dogs 
ingesting pellets, including many deaths
Reregistration Eligibility Decision (RED) team examined other 
information sources and found a large number of incidents 
reported to American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animal’s Animal Poison Control Center (APCC)
APCC data revealed extent of problem and nature of exposures 
in greater detail
This information helped to inform the risk managers in a 
decision mandating that products for residential use bear 
labeling to inform the user about risks to domestic animals
Efficacy of aversion agent to be tested
Registrants to develop detailed incident reporting system
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The Pyrethrins/Pyrethroids Allergy/Asthma 
Workgroup (P2A2W)

PURPOSE
Review all available data, including incident 
data, to determine whether or not there is an 
association between exposure to currently 
registered pyrethrins/pyrethroid products and 
asthma or allergic effects in humans

Determine whether regulatory action is 
needed to address any potential association
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Why is the Agency Undertaking 
This Effort?

Some sources have concluded that pyrethrins/pyrethroids may 
exacerbate asthma and allergy symptoms in sensitive 
individuals.
FDA requires that labels for lice treatments containing pyrethrins
warn that use by individuals who are allergic to ragweed may 
cause breathing difficulty or an asthma attack.  (Ragweed 
allergy was presumed to be an indicator of sensitivity to the 
pyrethrins.)
In 2006, the Agency obtained a commitment from the pyrethrins
registrants to initiate a product stewardship program involving 
outreach to physicians and the Poison Control Centers and 
more extensive monitoring of incidents associated with use of 
the pyrethrins.
The Agency is considering whether additional risk management 
measures are needed for the pyrethroids.



8

The P2A2W Review Focus/Next 
Steps
Part 158 laboratory studies in animals
Incident information from databases considered to be the most robust 
for the group’s objectives:

OPP’s Incident Data System (IDS)
American Association of Poison Control Centers’ National Poison 
Data System (AAPCC)
National Pesticide Information Center (NPIC)

Chemical specific incident reviews for pyrethrins and these 
representative pyrethroids:  

bifenthrin
deltamethrin
permethrin
resmethrin
sumethrin
tetramethrin

Office Director briefing scheduled for October, 2008
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National Pesticide Information 
Center (NPIC) Update

What is NPIC?

Launch of the American Veterinary Medical 
Association (AVMA) reporting portal 
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